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1857.] Robertson's charles the fifth. 281 

25. — The History of the Reign of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, by 
William Robertson, D. D. With an Account of the Emperor's 
Life after his Abdication, by William H. Peescott. Boston : 
Phillips, Sampson, & Co. 1857. 3 vols. 8vo. pp. 618, 604, 565. 

This work comes to us just as we are going to press, and we can- 
not therefore give it at present the elaborate notice which else it would 
claim. Eobertson's work is little more than what it purports to be, the 
story of the Emperor's reign. The " Life after his Abdication " is de- 
spatched in a few pages, and those contain not a few inaccuracies. 
Not till a very recent period have the archives which alone could 
furnish the needed information been thrown open to research. Since 
they have been accessible, a series of brilliant narratives have revealed 
to the world the secrets of Charles's cloister life. Mr. Prescott's narra- 
tive is drawn from the original sources, with the generous acknowledg- 
ment of aid from the labors of those who had preceded him. It bears 
all the characteristics of style and manner, all the tokens of elaborate 
research and philosophic vision, which it has been, and will, we trust, 
yet be our frequent privilege to record. Except for some of our 
younger readers, it is superfluous to say that Eobertson's work, attrac- 
tive in its theme, is one of the most graceful and fascinating histories 
ever written. In the beautiful form in which it is now issued, and 
with the essential supplement furnished by one second to no living his- 
torian, it will be welcomed and read with more avidity than when it 
first saw the light. 
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